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New Books for New Readers

Discussion Questions

History Mysteries
by James C. Klotter
1.
What is history? (p. 8)

2.
Why do we study history? (p. 8)

3.
Describe James Harrod. (p. 9)

4.
What important contributions did James Harrod make to Kentucky’s history? (p. 9)

5.
What challenges did Harrod and others face as they settled Kentucky? 

6.
Describe what a “Hard Winter” meant in 1779-1780. (p. 17)

7.
What was Harrod’s attitude toward Indians? (p. 18)

8.
What do you think happened to James Harrod?  Explain your answer.
9.
What enticed settlers to Kentucky?  (p. 12)
10.
Who was Tecumseh? (p. 25)

11.
Describe the lifestyle of the Shawnee. (p. 26)

12.
Describe Tecumseh’s life as a child. (p. 26)

13.
As Tecumseh grew up, how did his world change? (p. 27)

14.
Who was The Prophet, and what mistake did he make? (p. 29)

15.
What was Tecumseh determined to do? (p. 30)

16.
Who were the Forlorn Hope, and what was their mission? (p. 34)

17.
Why do you think historians continue to discuss the details of Tecumseh’s death?
18.
What is Kentucky law based on? (p. 45)
19.
Who was James Tate? (p. 45)

20.
Why were people surprised to know that Tate was a thief?
21.
How was Tate able to get away with his theft for so many years? (p. 46)

22.
What does impeachment mean? (p. 47)

23.
What was the result of Tate’s crime on Kentucky’s Constitution? (48)

24.
What ending would you write for James Tate?

25.
Who was William Goebel? (p. 51)

26.
Why did he become so disliked? (p. 53)

27.
Describe Goebel’s career in politics. (p. 53)

28.
Who do you think killed William Goebel?

29.
After reading the story, answer questions one through eight on page 56.

