
Reinforces the role of the family.
Enables parents and children to bond around reading.
Trains parents and children to read and discuss humanities topics
(history, literature, and ethical issues such as fairness, greed,
honor, and trickery), fostering high academic expectations and
achievement for children in

Encourages

Transforms families into active library users and lifelong
readers.

All programs are free and open to the public.

PRIME TIME has been commended for its quality and lauded as a
national standard for excellence in humanities programming for
children and youth at risk. National awards include:

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION’S 2003
ADVANCEMENT OF LITERACY AWARD
This annual award recognizes an organization, foundation,
publisher, or similar group that has made a significant
contribution to the advancement of adult literacy.
THE COMING UP TALLER AWARD
In 2000, PRIME TIME was one of only 10 arts and humanities
programs nationwide to receive the prestigious Coming UpTaller
Award from the President’s Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities. PRIME TIME was the only humanities project
honored and was the only project that was both state and national
in impact.
HELEN AND MARTIN SCHWARTZ PRIZE
In 2000, PRIME TIME was honored by the Federation of State
Humanities Councils as that year’s outstanding program.

Adair, Barren, Bath, Bell, Boone, Boyd, Boyle, Bracken, Breathitt, Breckinridge, Bullitt, Campbell, Carter, Carroll, Casey, Clay, Daviess, Fayette, 
Fleming, Floyd, Franklin, Gallatin, Garrard, Grant, Grayson, Green, Greenup, Hancock, Hardin, Harrison, Henderson, Hopkins, Jackson, Jefferson, Johnson, Kenton, 
Laurel, Lawrence, Letcher, Logan, Madison, Marion, Marshall, Martin, Mason, McCracken, McCreary, Monroe, Montgomery, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Nicholas, Owen, 
Perry, Pike, Pulaski, Robertson, Rowan, Scott, Trigg, Union, Warren, Woodford.

xpanding literacy in Kentuckyhat it doeshat it is

H onors

63 counties served 
and counting!

low-literacy, low-income or non-
English speaking families.

low-literacy, low-income and non-English speaking
parents to enter or continue their own educational or ESL 
programs.

Wayne Onkst, 
left, commissioner 
of the Kentucky 
Department for 
Libraries and 
Archives, reads 
with a participant 
during a Prime 
Time event in 
Kenton County.

Children read during a program in Nelson County.

Children participate in a PRIME TIME program in 
Fleming County.

THE PRIME TIME MESSAGE: READ!
Scores of young Kentuckians are reading better and enjoying 
it more. That’s because the Kentucky Humanities Council, 
in cooperation with the Kentucky Department for Libraries 
and Archives, launched the award-winning family literacy 
program PRIME TIME in 2004.

PRIME TIME is supported by funding from the National  
Endowment for the Humanities, as well as grant funding 
from the Institute of Museum and Library Services through 
the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, the 
Appalachian Regional Commission, the Gannett Founda-
tion, and by contributions from donors like you.

So far, the Kentucky Humanities Council has been able 
to encourage reading with 132 six-week programs in 63 
Kentucky counties. Total attendance for all programs has 
surpassed 29,000! 

The program was developed 
by the Louisiana Endow-
ment for the Humanities 
and is hosted in 39 states.

I t is a joy to watch families bond, talk, respect each 
other, wonder and share.”

CYNTHIA CHANGARIS, PRIME TIME STORYTELLER

PRIME TIME FAMILY READING TIME® is an inter-generational, 
family literacy program that uses the humanities as a tool to create 
excitement about reading. Combining award-winning children’s 
books with humanities themes and open discussion, PRIME TIME 
connects literature to the real-world for participating families. 
PRIME TIME targets families with low-income, low-literacy skills, 
and limited or no English language abilities. The program engages 
parents and/or caregivers and their 6- to 10-year-old children who 
are at-risk due to poor reading ability. Pre-reading activities are also 
provided for younger siblings.

PRIME TIME programs are conducted in 90-minute sessions 
weekly for six weeks at public libraries, schools and other educa-
tional venues. A professional storyteller uses the provided children’s 
literature to demonstrate effective read-aloud techniques, then a 
PRIME TIME scholar leads lively discussions based on the texts and 
humanities themes such as fairness, greed, courage and dreams. 
Multilingual PRIME TIME programs are specifically tailored to the 
needs of non-English speaking families. Texts are translated in the 
appropriate languages; storytelling and discussion are supported 
by trained translators and team members. The Kentucky Humani-
ties Council has hosted programs in English, Spanish, Japanese, 
Kirundi, French, Arabic and Swahili. The beautifully illustrated, 
award-winning children’s books included in each syllabus consist 
of culturally diverse stories from around the world spanning fairy 
tales, folk tales, fables, historical accounts, and other narrations of 
real-life circumstances that are familiar to adults and children alike.

Each session also includes a five-minute “library commercial.” 
This presentation allows librarians to introduce families to library 
resources, such as other books, homework aids, ESL and GED ma-
terials for parents/caregivers, books on parenting and healthcare, as 
well as local and international newspapers and magazines.

PRIME TIME bonds families around the act of reading and trans-
forms them into lifelong readers. It creates the precondition for all 
learning and helps to end the cycle of intergenerational illiteracy.



A demonstration and background of the oral tradition as
it leads to the written word and reading: Mother Goose
rhymes, jump rope rhymes, poems, including narratives.

(6-week series) (6-week series)

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka
Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears by Verna Aardema
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day
by Judith Viorst

The Talking Eggs by Robert D. San Souci
Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe
Anansi and the Moss-Covered Rock by Eric A. Kimmel

Lon Po Po by Ed Young
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
Abiyoyo by Pete Seeger

Fanny’s Dream by Carolyn Buehner
Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman
Wagon Wheels by Barbara Brenner

Flossie and the Fox by Patricia C. McKissack
The Monkey and the Crocodile by Paul Galdone
Dr. DeSoto by William Steig

“What did
people do
before

television?” Introduce themes, using stories, poems, or personal
anecdotes; and discuss the link between the oral tradition
and the written word.

Dõna Flor/Dõna Flor by Pat Mora
The Crab Man/El Hombre de los Cangrejos by Patricia E. Van West

•

The Widow’s Broom/La Escoba de la Viuda by Chris Van Allsburg
The Old Man and His Door/El Viejo y Su Puerta by Gary Soto

•

Ruby’s Wish/El Deseo de Ruby by Shirin Yim Bridges
Too Many Tamales/¡Qué Montón de Tamales! by Gary Soto

•

Tomás and the Library Lady/Tomás y la Señora by Pat Mora
Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge/Guillermo Jorge Manuel José
by Mem Fox

•

The Upside Down Boy/El Niño de Cabeza by Juan Felipe Herrera
Miss Rumphius/Señorita Runfio by Barbara Cooney

•

According to the National Center for Family Literacy...
• Adults stay enrolled in family literacy programs longer than in most
adult-only programs, and their attendance is higher.

• Children participating in family literacy programs made gains at
least three times greater than would have been expected based
on their pre-enrollment rate of development.

• Adults significantly improve their self-confidence, their confidence
in parenting abilities, and their employment status (by 29%).

• Children showed an 80% increase in reading books. They also
make twice as many trips to the library.

PRIME TIME’s statistics support these national findings...
• Establishing a high retention rate. Attendance at the final session
equaled 99.7% of attendance at the initial session.

• Encouraging families to read more and engage in more literate
behaviors at home. 82.9% of participating families reported
reading together daily or weekly after participating in PRIMETIME.

• Changing the way parents talk with their children. 71% of
participating families indicated that PRIMETIME changed the way
they discussed books and interacted with their children.

According to ProLiteracy Worldwide...
• The four factors listed as contributors to functional illiteracy are
immigration, student mobility, school dropouts (or push-outs), and
parental legacies of illiteracy.

•

• 31 million Hispanic U.S. residents speak Spanish at home; 45.8%
(between the ages of 5 and 64) are in need of language-targeted
programming.

According to the Pew Hispanic Center...
• 57% of Latinos believe that immigrants have to speak English to
a part of American society.

• 92% believe that it very important for the children of immigrant
families to learn the English language.

In 2009, people of Hispanic origin composed 14% (42.7 mill-
ion) of the total U.S. population. This number is growing.

KENTUCKY HUMANITIES COUNCIL INC.
We’re Telling Kentucky’s Story!

The Kentucky Humanities Council, Inc. is an  
independent, non-profit affiliate of the National  

Endowment for the Humanities in Washington, D.C. 
We are supported by the NEH and by private  

contributions. The Council is not a state agency  
but works in partnership with Kentucky’s arts, cultural, 

and educational agencies.

In addition to PRIME TIME FAMILY READING TIME,  
the Kentucky Humanities Council hosts a professional 

Speakers Bureau, Smithsonian Institution traveling  
exhibits, New Books for New Readers, and our living  

history dramas, Kentucky Chautauqua®.

Since 1992, Kentucky Chautauqua® has “brought to 
life” more than 60 fascinating people from Kentucky’s 

past. The current cast is 23 characters strong. These 
exciting stories are the basis of our pride and the 
foundations of community. The heritage of our  

communities, our counties, our regions and our 
unique Kentucky culture are interwoven throughout 

each Kentucky Chautauqua® performance. 

The council also publishes Kentucky Humanities 
magazine twice a year and maintains up-to-date  

information via the Web at www.kyhumanities.org.

206 E. Maxwell St., Lexington, KY 40508
(859) 257-5932 (o) • (859) 257-5933 (f)

TELLING
KENTUCKY’S
STORY
KENTUCKY HUMANITIES COUNCIL, INC.


