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New Books for New Readers

Discussion Questions

Choices

by George Ella Lyons

1. George Ella Lyons has a knack for making her stories seem true.  What elements make these stories ring true for you?

2. Do you think most mothers could identify with the situation in which Lena, in “Getting Away from It All” finds herself?  Do you think her solution was a good choice?  Do you think she might leave her family permanently?  Why or why not. (p. 9)
3. Do Joe’s reasons for choosing mining as a profession seem reasonable to you?  Do you think the young people you know could understand his reasons? (p. 12)
4. Joe says he graduated “dumbheaded and proud of it.”  Discuss how you feel about this statement.  How do you account for his attitude?  Do you think if he were to have another chance to be young again, would he make different choices? Why or why not? (p. 14)

5.
What does Joe say is the difference between a career and a job? (p. 13)
6.
Agnes, in “Family Planning” is 39 years old when she tells her story, so the event probably happened in the 1960s or 70s.  Do you think Agnes’ parents had the welfare of the family in mind when they made this decision?  What reasons did her mother give to justify this decision? What other choice might Agnes’ family made?   What choices would her family have today to deal with the same situation? How do you think this experience will influence Agnes when she grows up? (p. 22)
7.
In “Singing,” Jeanie named or alluded to some of the consequences of integration.  Discuss whether this story illustrates a positive influence of the choice to integrate.  Why do you think Jeanie’s mother insisted that Jeanie keep trying out for the choir?  What do you think Jeanie seemed to learn from this experience that formed part of her worldview as an adult? (p. 16)

8. 
Are Jeanie’s choir tryouts political acts? (p. 16)
9.
Why did Dexter marry Shirley, in the story “Falling?”  Why, in your opinion, didn’t the marriage last?  What clues from the story helped you form your conclusion? (p. 26)
10.
What possible reasons could you give as to why Iona, in the story, “Marrying,” 
went through with marriage to Jake even though she obviously did not want to marry him?  Why do you think it lasted 42 years? (p.33)
11.
Name and discuss some of the values that the characters in the stories seem to share.  How do they seem to view such things as marriage, community, religion? 
12.
What makes these stories uniquely Appalachian?

13.
What elements might make these stories appeal to people everywhere?

14.
Why do you think it is difficult for Daryll, in “Making Something of Yourself,” to move away from home?  What does “making something of yourself” mean to his mother? To Daryll? To you? Do you think Daryll will ever “make something of himself?”  (p. 35)
15.
What seems to be Morris’ message in “Cutting the Pie?”  Discuss his final statement, “Not much flavor if you can’t chew.” (p. 40)
16.
In “Pleasing,” June is married to an emotionally abusive husband.  Do you think she should she leave him? Do you think she eventually does?  What from her story leads you to these conclusions? (p. 42)

17. Is it possible to live your life without trying to please others?  Explain your answer.

18.
In “Trucking,” Lige presents two ways of looking at life. Can you identify them?  Do you identify with these two views?  What examples can you give from your own experience that might illustrate this? (p. 46)
19. Lige’s truck helps him to calm down and work out his problems.  What do you do to cope with day-to-day troubles?

20.
Discuss Herchel’s attitude toward religion in “Baptizing.”  How is this attitude typical of that of people you know?  Discuss his unease about finding himself in the Catholic Church. What is the irony in the story?  Do you believe Herschel changes in the end?  If so, what do you think brings about this change? (p. 52)
21.
These characters are influenced in many different ways to make the choices they make.  Which stories shows the influence of traditional values?  Which show the influence of more modern views?

22.
Discuss which is your favorite story and why?

23.
Which is your least favorite? Why?

24.
How does this collection of stories make you feel about your life and the choices you have to make?
25.
Have you ever felt the need to change your life?  What did you do?  
